q{    {he 

I  S77 


CEPT6M6ER      A- 


SPRING  HELP 
CENTENNIAL 

EDITION 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

University  of  Illinois  Urbana-Champaign 


http://archive.org/details/speechofjohntstOstua 


SPEECH      of 
JOHN     T.      STUART 
September  4th,    1877 


Only  100  copies 
of  this  printing* 

C  opy  nunber 


Springfield,  Illinois 
19  3  7 


• 


FOREWORD 


The    old  settlors  reunion   in  the 
year  1877     was  hold  at  Sulphur 
Springs,   ncr.r  Loami«  Thn   gather- 
ing was  honorod  by  the   presence 
<~f  John  C.  Power  and  John     T, 
Stuarti     Mr  Pow<;r  made  a  few 
rem  rks    md  :.r.   Stu-rt  gave  the 
address   of  the   day« 

ling   could  bo  more    desireablo 
as   n  picture   of  Springfield     a 
century  ago  than  the   following 
extracts  of  that   speech  in  which 
Mr,  Stuart  tolls   of  his  arrival 
in  the   straggling  little   village 
on  the  "Town  Branch'!   He   draws  a 
map  of  the  town  of  that  early 
day  and  places   on   it,    one  by  one, 
all  the   landmarks,    dwellings   and 
business  places,    and  elosos  with 
a  list   of  business  non  an  I   rep- 
resontativo   early  settlors. 
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n  the  fall  of  the  yotiT  182  8,  in  the  nidst 
of  tho  soft  and  rr.ollou  Indira  summer,  tho 
spcr.kor  left  his  nativo  county  of  Fayette 
lfy#,  emigrating  to  Springfield,  Illinois, 
r-jid  traveling  on  horseback,  in  -t.ro  d^ys  arrived  at 
Louisville,  raid  crossing  tho  Ohio  river  struck  the 
t  hig'rr.y  to  the  west,  running  -.Van  I.otrirr'illo 
to  Vinocnnos  "aid  St.  Louis,  and  at  haysvillc,  111,, 
branchi:-v;  to  central  Illinois,  Icnorn  then  as  the 
Sangmon  Country.  Having  cntorcd  thii  groat  road, 
he  tma  united  to  that  nighty     strei'n  of     emigrants 
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moving  westward,  whose  mission  i^^o   subdue  the  wilder- 
ness,     to  found  states,      to  carry  forward  the  banner   of 

civilization, 

I  it  moving  mass  was  composed  of  every  specimen  of 
humanity,  men,  v.rcmen,  children,  black  and  white,  old  and 
.ig,  some  highly  cultivated  and  refined,  others  at  the 
y  lowest  round  of  the  ladder  of  intellect  and  cultiva- 
tion, and  of  every  intermediate  grade.  There  was  the  man 
of  middle  rvgo,  who  had  filled  a  high  social  position  in 
his  native  state,  accompanied  by  a  family  cultivated  and 
refined,  on  the  way  to  the  west  to  retrieve  his  fallen 
fortunes.  There  were  young  girls,  then  obscure,  unknown 
and  poorly  clad,  but  destined  to  fill  princely  mansions, 
and  to  become  mothers  of  a  race  of  fair  daughters  and 
gallant  sons. 

On  the   2  8th  day  of  October,   182  8  he   entered  Spring- 
field by  First  to  Jefferson   street*     At  the   crossing   of 
First  and  Jefferson,    looking  west,      on  the  margin  of  the 
timber  and  Town  Branch,    stood  the   old  horse  mill   of  John 
Taylor,      then  abandoned,    and  the  tan  yard  of  "Win.  Proctor 
now  living  at  Lewiston,     Both  of  these  buildings  were   on 
the   north  of  Jefferson  street,      and   intermediate  between 
them  and  First   street  was   a  corn  field, On  the   south  sido 
of  Jefferson     and  west   of  First   street     stood  the   houses 
of  John  Sherrill,      a  shoemaker,      and  John  Moor,   who  had 
married  Mrs,  Hawley,   the   estimable  mother   of  E,   B.    Haw- 
ley  and  Isaac  Hawleyj      nnd  west   of  Moor  were  the   cabins 
of  Uncle  Billy  Fagan     and   of  TNm,  Baker,       Going  thence 

st  on  Jefferson  stroet  first  stood  the  hotel  of  Mr, 
Abrams  on  the  south  side,  and  adjoining  was  the  dwell- 
ing and  store  of  John  Taylor,  next  the  Buck  Tavern  kept 
by  Andrew  Elliot;  next  the  grocery  and  adjoining  dwell- 
ing of  Vfei*  Carpenter.  On  the  opposite  side  of  Jefferson 
first  what  was  once  the  old  tavern,  but  thon  the 
lling  of  Col,  Cox  and  family;  next  c  st  were  five  or 
six  small  two-room  frame  buildings,  with  ends  to  the 
stre  it |  the  first  occupied  by  Jesse  Cormak  in  the  front 
room  aa  a  tinner 'a  shop,  while  Asa  S.  Shaw  occupied  the 
r      r   rocr.  as   a  Justice's   office;   next  was  the    store   house 
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of  Mordccai  Mobloyj   next  tho   grocery  of  Ebenozcr  Cappg   and 
tho  two  next  on  the    oornor     -were    occupied     as  the   store    of 
Sen*  James  D.  Henry  rdth  Phil  C.   Latham  as   cleric.  Following 
oast  on  Jefferson     and  across  Seoond  street  at  the    corner, 
on  tho   right,    stood  trie    store  whore  Elijah  lies      sold  goods 
and  John  Williams  performed  well  the    duties   of     clerkj   tho 
family  of  Major   lies   rosided  in  the    same   house.        Next  was 
a  two   story  log  house,      in  the   lower   room  of  which,      Jaboz 
Capps   had  a   shoomakers    shop,   the  upper  room  boing  the  resi- 
dence  of  his   fmily.   Opposite, on  the  north  sido   of  Jeffer- 
son,   and  on   its   corner  with  Second   street   stood  a   small   log 
house, ocoupiod  as   a  store    and  dwelling  by  Archer  G.Horndon; 
next  cast  was   a  two-room  frame   house  with  end  to  tho    streot, 
tho   front  room  occupied  by  Hooper  Worron  aa   a  printing  off- 
ice,   and  the  rear  room  as  the    dwelling  of  his   family;   next, 
I    on  an  eighty-foot  lot, stood  a  two  > story  house,   with  two 
rooms  belcw,  with  a  hall  between, occupied  as   a  residence  by 
pascal  p.   Enos   and  his   family,      except  the    east  lowor   room, 
which  was  used  as   a  land  office.   Continuing   east   on  Jeffor- 
son  and  crossing  third,      and  as  you  looked  south  on     third, 
net  far   from  the    south  ond  of  the   C.   and  A.   Depot,      3tood 
another  twe-room  frame  building  with  end  to  Third  street, oo* 
cupied  by  a   carpenter  named  Fowler   as   a  residence ;   next  was 
Levi  Gcodin  in  a  cabin  on  the   south  side    of  Jofforson,whilc 
on  the      corner   of  Fourth  and  Jeffersor,      on  the    sout.i  side, 
stood  tho  residence   of  Gen.  James  Adams.      On  the  north  side 
of  Jefferson,   between  Third  and  Fourth  streets, stood  a   dou- 
ble  log  building,   the  residence   of  Gordon  Abrams.     Next  on 
the   corner   of  Fourth  and  Jefferson,    stood  the  rosidence   and 
shop   of  Dr.  Jayne,  This   house    still   stands,    and  is   occupied 
•by  i.ir.Baum  as  a  stono   and  marble   establishment.   Still  going 
oast   on  Jefferson     and   crossing  Fourth  street,   to  the   right 
on  the   eighty-foot  lot     on  which  the   St.  Nicholas  Hotel  now 
stands,   was   a  two   story  log  house,   the  residence    of  Charles 
Boyd, a  tailor.      On  tho  north  side   of  Jefferson  and   opposite 
to  Boyd     was   the   residence   of  Thomas   Str-a/bridge,      and  his 
sister,   . '.rs.  Anderson.      Jacob  Plank  rosided   in  a  two     room 
frame    hous':    on  the   corner   of   Sixth  and  Jefferson;   and  cross- 
ing:  Sixth  street,      on  the   corner   lot   of  Jefferson  and  Fifth 
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streets   stood     the  blacksmith  shop   of     John  White   and  hie 

-idence  adjoining.  Cn  the  opposite   sido  vraa  tho   uabin  i    ' 
tho  Tuckers,    and  those  wore  the   las-1';  houses   on  oast  Joffor- 
son.     Crossing  to  Washington   street   and  boginnii1  ;   again   on 
First   street,      and  moving  oast  be'cwcon   first  ard  Second  en 
the  block  south,      and  cn  tho   site    of  the   present  residence 
of  Major  Crondorff   stood       two   story  frame   house,   tho  best 
in  the  village,   the   thon  rcsidenco   of  Dr.   John  Todd,     This 
was   afterwards  removed     and   still   stands  nearly  opposite,, 
across   the    street.      Going   still   oast   on  Washington,      near 
the  corner  of  Washington  and  Third     and  nonr  tho  present 
site   of  the   flouring  mill,    stood  a   log  cabin, the   residence 
of  Polly,    a  colored  woman  and  her   family .Still  east   on  tho 
corner   of  Washington  and  Fourth  , stood  a   double   frame   houso 
then  occupied  as   a  residence  by  Joe  Thomas,    afterwards  pur- 
chased by  and  made   the  residence   of  Dr.John  C .Bergen, whilo 
on  the   same  block,      and  near   the   corner  of  Washington  and 
Fifth  stood  the  rosidence   of  Asa  G.   Shaw.   On  the   opposite 
block  and  on  tho   corner  where  now  stands   tho  Chonery  Houso 
stood  the   cabin   of  a  colored  woman  called  familiary,     Aunt 
Oreecy,and  those  were  the    only  houses    on  Washington  Street. 
There  were  but  two  houses   on  Adams   street,      the  blacksmith 
shop   cf  Aleck  Humphreys   and  his  residence   adjoining,    sit- 
uated on  tho   corner  of  Adams   and  Third   (   on  the  north  sido 
opposite   to  the   Episoopal    shurch)   and  the  residence   of  Dr, 
Oar ret  Slkin,      on  the   two   lots   on  the    south  side   of  Adorns 
where   it  corners  with  Sixth  street,      new  occupied  by  the 
magnificent   stores   of  C.M.Smith  and  other s-thc   very  center 
of  business  now.  Washington   lies   livod  in  a  two  room  frame 
house    on  the   corner   of  Monroe   and  Fourth  street, the  present 
site    of  the   Second  Presbyterian  church.     Rivers  McCormack, 
^thodist   circuit  rider,    had  built   and   lived  in  a   cabin 
on  Monroe,    on  part   of  the  Tindalo   hill,      but   ho   had  coasod 
to   occupy  it.     Fronting  the  public   square,    on  the    corner   of 
Sixth  and  Adar.s   stood  a  two- story  frame  building,   tho   lea 
er  rooms   of  which     were  used  as   a  oourt  room,   whilo     the 
upper     was  used  by  Charles  R.  Mathcny     as   a   clerks      office. 
Fronting  tho  public   square   on  the  west   and  on  the   lot  now 
occupied  by  Joel  Brown  as   a  book  and   drug   store,    stood  an- 
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■    ■        r->om  fr  use,     with  end  to  the    street,   then 

occupied  by  "r.  Darling  as  a  family  residence »0n  the   -^ast 
aid'"5   of  the   public   square  was  the  whipping  post.    I    s-  w  tv.ro 
nem  punished  at  the  whipping  pest;   the   last  was  earned  Wat- 
so!.,  s    sentenced  to  roocive  eighty  lashes   for  attempt 

,3ouge.   Gen. Henry  the    sheriff   inflicted  the   pun- 
ishment,     and   it  was   doubted  by  these  whe    s:-v.r  it     whether 

ory     r        tscn   suffered  most,     Henry  was   very  pale,    and  1 
hope  never  to   see   another   such  sight. I  believe   I   have  enum- 
r   *    i    -11   the   buildings   in  th°   village    of  Springfield;   all 
norA  Jefferson,    all   east  of  Sixth  and  south  of     Adams 

streets    (except   as   above  mentioned)  was  unbroken     priarii  , 
Charles  R.Iiathc-ny  and  family   lived  en  the    cer- 
•     r    of  Sixth     r.d  Cook   streets — now  the   residence    of     l.'irs, 
Irwin--  i      re   cultivated  '.bout  forty  ".ores*  and  EdtMit* 

oho  11  r    "'  "   d  v/ith  his  family     northeast  of  the     public 
squ- re   c:  -     11   farm,      which  was   afterward   laid   out   into 

11*8  Addition.   The   town   of   Springfield  then  had  net 
iing  500   inhabit ants, and  they  were  from  every  section 
d  trie  Union, generally  young  people   except  where 
■r   or  grandfather     had  come   out  with     some  younger 
branch  ef  his   family .They  were   as  a  rule   poor   and  had  moved 
st  to  bet-  ir   fortunes.      It  required  some  nerve  and 

r  •hen,   to  emigrate   to  the  west,    and  therefore,   they 

tier   lly  energetic   and  enterprisii     . 
Grouping  the  business  mnn  of  that    iay,   the   lawyers 
i  .•"   ■     -  A    ,  is,   Gen.Thomas  &«Koal,  Col* J  m  s  Stride, 
roaathan  H.Pugh,     men  of  mark  then, but 
now    .11   dead  :nd  forgotten,    overshadowed  by  that  brilliant 
•    loxy  of   1  wyers,   their    sue  cess  or  s,  which  adorned  the   San- 
t   r  between  the  years   1R30  .and  1F40.     The   physicians 
were   ?r.   John  Todd,   Dr,   Ger shorn  Jayne,    £r,   Garrett   ElKLn  and 
'    m  Darling. They  were   good  Physicians    in  any  country 
of   intelligence, estimable    in  all  their    social   re- 
;,    and   besides,    they  were  men  of     splendid  physique 
Le    to  endure  the   arduous      labor   of  the     practice   of 

a.   required  them  to  ride   night    and   day   on  horse- 
•',:  or    Ln  t    •   3ulky,for  fifty  miles  around.  The  merchants 
•■   Elijah  lies,   Gen.       nry,        rdeoai  Mobley,   John  Taylor, 
Archer   S»_Herndon.     i   LI     Ebenezer  Cape   kept  the  crocarv,. 
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re    ill   good  men  then,   Mid  enjoyed  the   confidence   of 
community. 

It  may  be   invidious  to  single   out  any  of  these  early 
settlers  as   all   cannot  be  mentioned  here;   but  as   represent- 
atives of  the  whol.    I  vould  mention  the  Darneal's,     the  Wy- 
koffs,   the  L'cGvin's,   the  Morris's,   the   Kinney's,   the   Cloyd's 
of  Lick  Creek,  the  Patten's,   the  Husband's,   the   Crow's,   the 
Fletoher's,   the   Drenncn's,   the   Dodds   and   Isaac  Koys   cf  Sugar .- 
:    the   Elkins,   the   Constant's,   the  IlcDaniels,    the   Piok- 
ll's,    and  the   Dawson's   of  the  north  fork;   the   Casscs's 
the    Burnls,   the    Lawson's  and  St.   Clair's   of  Buffalo  Iiart;the 
:.tr   ll's,   the   Councils,   the  Fower's    ^f  Fancy  Creek;      the 
ns,   the   Cartwright's,   the  Carson's,   the  Purviance's,   the 
Andersons     aid  the   Harrison's   of  Richland;    the   Sin's,   the  Mc 
--,the  Morgan's   and  the   Earnest's   of   Spring  Creek;   the 
skenridge'a,   the   Baker's,   the  ileal' s,   the   Stafford's, 
and  Sattly's   of  Fork  Prairie;   Samuel  Williams,   the  Fouch's 
the  Ellis's,   the  Yates's,   the  Wilcox's   of  Island  Grove;   the 
Ilea's,    J.RJiatheny,   Drs.  Todd,   Jayne   and  Elkin,   r.P.Enos, 
J.  T  Lylor,   Ai      .      -rndon,   Pi  C.    Latham,   J.  Williams,    Gen, 
ry,   J,   P.   Pagh  and  P,  VonBergen  of  Springfield, 
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